Literary Essay Grading Rubric

90-100
_____Strong thesis statement

_____Body topic sentences that directly support thesis and show transition

_____Well-developed ideas with specific, accurate, and pertinent details that explicitly support thesis

_____Effective quotes for supportive evidence and correct punctuation

_____Effective and logical organization

_____Varied, clear, sophisticated word choice with appropriate transitions

_____Sound and varied sentences, evidence of voice

_____Few to no errors in mechanics, usage, grammar, and spelling (MUGS)

_____Clean presentation and correctly MLA formatted

80-89
_____Clear thesis statement

_____Body topic sentences that support thesis

_____Developed ideas with some specific, accurate, and pertinent details that support thesis

_____Some quotes of support with correct punctuation

_____Generally effective organization

_____Varied, clear word choice with limited transitions

_____Sound sentences

_____Some errors in MUGS

_____Generally good presentation and format

70-79
_____Weak thesis statement

_____Body topic sentences that generally support details

_____Generalized ideas lacking sufficient supporting details and/or explanation

_____Lacking sufficient quotes of support, lacking correct punctuation

_____Organization attempted

_____Clear, fair word choice

_____Some incorrect / awkward sentences

_____Several errors in MUGS

_____Problems in MLA formatting

60-69
_____No thesis statement

_____Body topic sentences do not relate to topic or details

_____Underdeveloped ideas not supported by specific details and explanation

_____No quotes of support

_____Faulty organization

_____Weak, inappropriate word choice

_____Details not explicitly connected to thesis

_____Use of first and/or second person (I, me, my, we, ours, you, your)

_____Inappropriate shifts in verb tense

_____Many incorrect/awkward sentences

_____Many errors in MUGS

_____Inappropriate / unclean presentation, not in MLA format

59-below_____Lacks topic sentence specified by essay question

_____Underdeveloped ideas

_____Sentences / details / dialogue do not support focus of essay

_____Mostly plot summary

_____No organization

_____Unformatted

0
_____Completely off-topic


_____Plagiarized

Final Score: _________/100

Additional comments:
