American Poetry 
Research Paper – Oh No!
For this assignment you will be writing a research paper on any American Poet and one of their poems.  We have spent a lot of time in class this year discussing poetry and poetry interpretation, and now is your chance to try it out for yourself.  I am leaving the choice of poets and poems open so you can choose someone that interests you, the only catch is that they have to be American, and you may not choose a poem we have already discussed, or one that I am planning to discuss in the Harlem Renaissance unit.  Look at the back of this sheet for a list of some American Poets (broken into sub-categories).  You may choose someone who is not on this list, but they must be approved by me.  No two people may choose the same poet.
You will be provided with class time as well as time in the computer lab to work on these papers, but obviously some work will need to be completed outside of class.  During the writing of this paper, you will not be given additional homework.
The requirements for this paper are as follows:
The Basics:
· 12 point Times New Roman font

· 1 inch margins

· Double-spaced

· 3-4 pages in length
· Bibliography and MLA in-text citations
Paper Topics:

· Modern American Poet (see list on back of this sheet)

· 1 poem
· 3-4 sources (example: 1-poem, 1-biography, 1 or 2- poetry commentary – or some variation of this – )

· For this paper you must discuss:

· The life of the poet as it relates to or influences their poetry
· The theme of the poem and how the poet goes about developing that theme
· The importance and impact of the poet’s writing.

DUE DATES:

Weds, March 30th (Library)

BEGINNING of class – Poet

END of class - Poem
Tues, April 5th (Lab255)
Beginning of class – Annotated poem, 2-3 sources (15 pts)
Thurs, April 7th 

Beginning of class – Rough Draft – 1-2 pages (bring to class) (25 pts)
Mon, April 11th (Library)
End of class – Sources Chosen / Quotes Chosen (10 pts)
Weds, April 13th (Library)

Beginning of class – Bibliography Completed / Formatted (15 pts)
Fri, April 15th 

Final Draft Due (100 points)

Lab/Library Dates:
Weds, March 30th – Library
Tues, April 5th – Lab255

Mon, April 11th – Library
Weds, April 13th – Library

American Poets
This list is not intended to be comprehensive, and you may choose another poet not on this list 

as long as you have approval from me.  You may not choose to discuss a poem we have read in class.
Complete List:

Sherman Alexie

Maya Angelou

Jimmy Santiago Baca

Gwendolyn Bennett
Anne Bradstreet

William Cullen Bryant

Gwendolyn Brooks

Charles Bukowski

Sandra Cisneros
E.E. Cummings

Countee Cullen

Emily Dickinson

Hilda Doolittle (H.D.)
Rita Dove
Paul Laurence Dunbar

T.S. Eliot

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Lawrence Ferlinghetti

Robert Frost

Allen Ginsberg

Nikki Giovanni

Langston Hughes

Robinson Jeffers

Jack Kerouac

Vachel Lindsay

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Claude McKay

Marianne Moore

Ogden Nash

Edgar Allen Poe

Dorothy Parker

Sylvia Plath

Ezra Pound

Adrienne Rich

Shel Silverstein

Carl Sandburg

Wallace Stevens

Edward Taylor

Sara Teasdale

Jean Toomer

Phillis Wheatley

Walt Whitman

William Carlos Williams

William Wordsworth

Female Poets

Maya Angelou

Gwendolyn Bennett

Anne Bradstreet

Gwendolyn Brooks

Sandra Cisneros

Emily Dickinson

Hilda Doolittle (H.D.)

Rita Dove

Adrienne Rich

Sylvia Plath

Colonial

Anne Bradstreet

Phillis Wheatley

Edward Taylor

Post-Colonial

Ralph Waldo Emerson

Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

Edgar Allen Poe

William Wordsworth

Walt Whitman

Modernism

Ezra Pound

H.D.

Wallace Stevens

William Carlos Williams

E.E. Cummings

Harlem Renaissance Poets

Langston Hughes

Claude McKay

Paul Lawrence Dunbar

Countee Cullen

Jean Toomer

Gwendolyn Bennett

Beat Poets (1950s-1960s)

Jack Kerouac

Allen Ginsberg

Other

Jimmy Santiago Baca

T.S. Elliot
Robert Frost

Charles Bukowski

Sherman Alexie

