from the Tao Te Ching

Lao Tzu

I

The way that can be spoken of

Is not the constant way;

The name that can be named

Is not the constant name,

The nameless was the beginning of heaven and 
earth;

The named was the mother of the myriad 
creatures.

Hence always rid yourself of desires in order to
observe its secrets;

But always allow yourself to have desires in order
to observe its manifestations.

These two are the same

But diverge in name as they issue forth.

Being the same they are called mysteries,

Mystery upon mystery – 

The gateway of the manifold secrets.

IX

Rather than fill it to the brim by keeping it upright

Better to have stopped in time;

Hammer it to a point

And the sharpness cannot be preserved forever;

There may be gold and jade to fill a hall

But there is none who can keep them.

To be overbearing when one has wealth and position

Is to bring calamity upon oneself.

To retire when the task is accomplished

Is the way of heaven.


XLIII

The most submissive thing in the world can ride

roughshod over the hardest in the world – that

which is without substance entering that which has 
crevices.

That is why I know the benefit of resorting to

no action.  The teaching that uses no words, the 

Benefit of resorting to no action, these are beyond

the understanding of all but a very few in the world.
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